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1. The City of London is ranked 3rd in Canada for child poverty. What will you do as Mayor to 
address this? 
 

While I do not have a specific plan to address child poverty at the municipal level, I would 

actively lobby the provincial government to restore the basic income strategy to help combat 

poverty at all levels. 

 

 

2. With the launch of the National Housing Strategy in November 2017, the federal government 
committed for the first time to “progressively implement the right of every Canadian to access 
adequate housing.” How should the City of London participate in and support this work?   
 

While I welcome the federal government efforts and will certainly look for London to take full 

advantage of the new program once detailed are unveiled, our local housing situation is 

untenable and needs to be addressed immediately.  To this end, I plan to reach out to pension 

funds to supplement our municipal resources and begin the process of rebuilding, revitalizing 

and augmenting our social and affordable housing stock.  We need the capital resources now 

and our city cannot wait for senior government assistance.  My plan helps get us started on this 

massive rebuild now. 

 

 

3. Pilot projects are currently in place to provide affordable public transit to children and youth in 
our city. How will you ensure ongoing access to affordable public transit for families in London? 
 

While I am pleased the Council introduced these enabling programs, I am disappointed that 

they did so with one-time funds.  As such the new Council will be forced to find the necessary 

funds to sustain the program or reduce/eliminate the service, something I committed to do.  My 

plan is the find the funds in the existing budget so that we can continue the program and even 

expand the eligibility criteria to ensure all Londoners have ready accessible to affordable public 

transportation. 

 

 

4. Access to affordable licenced childcare is important for low income families to participate in the 
workforce. What role should the City of London play in ensuring adequate subsidized licenced 
childcare in our community? 
 
Much like the transportation issue, this is a significant concern and one that faces a major gap in 

our funding levels.  I very much want to see access to affordable childcare become a key part of 

the city's service model, and once again, I believe that we can find the funds in the budget to 

maintain and even expand this program.  In addition I would like to expand and deploy our 

beleaguered local taxi industry in a way to support our specialized transit service and provide an 



opportunity for Londoners with accessibility challenge to commit to quicker appointment times 

and potential employment engagements.   

 

5. Job creation strategies in all sectors are imperative; as is a focus on full-time, permanent work 
at a living wage. Please outline strategies that the City of London will lead to encourage job 
creation during your term as Mayor. 
 

Where I believe that I can be most effective as Mayor is in the area of job creation and 

investment attraction.  A summary of my economic development initiatives are as follows.  (i) 

Seek to expand jobs with lead employers (3M, London Life, Labatt, General Dynamics, etc.) or 

attract partners within their supply chain. (ii) Seek to expand non-tech jobs and specifically on-

line distributors where our 24/7 airport can be most effective (iii) Attract another post-secondary 

institution to our city to augment the $10 billion annual contribution already generated through 

Western and Fanshawe (iv) Introduce an entrepreneurial hub similar to Communitech to support 

our digital economy. (v) Provide marketing and administrative support to our local commerce 

generators (e.g BIAs) to stimulate neighbourhood job creation and local purchase behaviours 

(vi) build on our event attraction successes through our tourist and cultural entities. (vii) Improve 

the flow of capital, talent and potential international partnership opportunities to our community 

through improved rail/air connections to Toronto and select US hubs.  

 

 


