




4 Components to a Successful Campaign 

Inspire Engage Ask Thank 

Step 1 - Inspire 

This is your opportunity to learn about United Way Elgin Middlesex (UWEM) and plan what 

your campaign is going to look like. Visit UnitedWayEM.ca for videos and stories to share. 

Now that you know what you are fundraising for, choose some events and ideas for how 

your team can have fun raising funds. A few ideas of workplace events would be: pancake 

breakfast, chili cook-off, parking spot auction or a spirit day. Included in this package are 

pre-made posters for these events. 

Some things to consider when planning your campaign are type of workplace, time capacity 

and budget. There are a variety of options when it comes to planning your campaign: 

workplace events, signature events, presentation and impact speakers. 

For more information on these events, or for any questions or support you may need, 

reach out to your campaign contact! 

Step 2 - Engage 

With your plan in place and confidence in your knowledge it is time to get things started. 

First things first, your kick-off! Depending on the size of your campaign and your team, this 

might be anything from an email to a party- that is completely up to you. If an email is 

more your speed, feel free to use the kick-off email template provided. If you're hoping to 

do something more, some options might be a coffee gathering, lunch and learn or 

something brand new! For a bigger kick-off event, we recommend having someone from 

United Way come and share their 'why'. They can help you and your team get excited for 

upcoming events and help to answer any questions your staff may have regarding UWEM. 
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Special Events & Non-Traditional Fundraising 

Special Events 

Generating excitement and bringing employees together is an important part of a 

campaign. Even when employees are working virtually, this is a great time for fun 

interactions between colleagues. Now is the time to flex your creative fundraising 

muscle! Check out our full step by step events document.

Challenge-Style Events 

Create some excitement in your workplace and draw up challenges or a 

competition with your peers. Challenges should have a certain level of difficulty -

people are more likely to sponsor you to run a 5km vs. walk around the block. Talk 

to United Way about an online tool that can be used to collect donations from 

colleagues, family and friends. 

Health & Wellness Events 

Keeping healthy is an important priority for all of us. Team up with your health and 

wellness committee to run an event together. They might have some budget to 

use for prize incentives, or to make a gift directly to your 

fundraising event. 

Contests 

*Please contact the Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario (AGCO)

for contest rules & regulations, raffle permits, etc. 

Promoting your Fundraising Event 

A simple way to promote your peer-to-peer fundraising events is by utilizing your 

organization's social media! 

Non-Traditional Fundraising 

Now is also an exciting time to think outside the campaign box! 

Are there opportunities for funds outside of the Employee Giving campaign 

at your workplace? 
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Event Ideas 

• one-week food
bank challenge

• "A-thon" type
of event

• run/walk/roll

• obstacle course

• create/sell a
collaborative
cookbook

• trivia

• escape rooms

• open mic/talent
show

• galas

• raffles*

• 50/50*

• auctions*

• bingo
tournament*

https://unitedwayem.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/UWEM_Special-Events-Step-by-Step.pdf

















